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POINTERS 


Church Union in North India was first discussed at a Round 
Table Conference in 1929, and a Proposed Basts of Negotiation 

and Suggested Constitution of the United Church were produced i in 
1947 and issued in a revised. form in February, 1948. The Con- 
ference was attended by representatives of the Church of India, 
Burma and Ceylon, two Methodist bodies of British and American 
origin, and the United Chure h of Northern India. Resolution 63 
of the Lambeth Conference “* welcomes generally the negotiations 
informally begun in North India ’’, and a section of the Unity 
Committee's Report (Lambeth Conference, 1948, Part II, page 59) 
is devoted to them. But the bishops’ considerations are already 
out of date, for their quotations come, from the earlier and not 
from the revised form of the scheme. 

Very unfortunate revisions were made in the scheme at this 
last conference. Of these the most important is the change in 
the formula proposed for the unification of the ministry. The 
text in the 1947 edition (Lambeth Conference, 1948, Part H, 
p. 60) reads: * Receive the Holy Ghost for the fuller exercise 
of Christ’s ministry and priesthood in the-Church of God. . 


FAITH UNITY 


This satisfactory mention of “ priesthood’ and the distinction 
between “‘ ministry and priesthood *’ has now been deleted, and 
the double usage of * ministry and priesthood " which suggested 
a mutual bestowal, has become a single “ office of a Presbyter ’’. 
It is now merely an extension of a common jurisdiction to all 
uniting ministries. 

The Reverend W. Machin, Secretary of the Round Table 
Conference, explained in a letter published in The Frien2s, of 
Retinion Bulletin, April 1948, page 8, that these changes were 
made 
Australian Conferences of the Methodist Church] backed up by a 
‘suggestion from the American Episcopal Church in. Southern 
Asia. .. . The changes were made becatse it was found that the 
existing wording was misunderstood.” ~ It is interesting to note 
that a similar change in text from “ the fuller exercise of Christ's 
ministry and priesthood in the Church of God” to “ the wider 
exercise of thy ministry in the Church ”’ has been made -in the 
Australian proposals (Jhe Australian Proposals for Intercom- 
munion, pp. 39 and 55). All these reunion schemes which begin 
with such promise and indication that the Anglicans are going 
to be able to make a real contribution by extending the whole 
of the historic Catholic ministry are thus gradually so revised 


that the priesthood is lost and all that remains is the episcopate - 


in a highly questionable and attenuated form. 

Fr. Fitch, S.S.J.E., who contributes the article on the proposals, 
beginning on page 36, has first-hand knowledge of the conditions 
of which he writes, for he has spent more than fifteen years as 
a missionary in North India, and returned to this country as 
recently as 1946. | 

* ee * * 


Canadian Reunion Proposals.—Reference to these proposals has 
been made from time to time in our columns. We reprint the 
* following news item from The Living Church, November 14, 1948. 

“‘ The Most Rev. George F. Kingston, Archbishop of Nova Scotia 
and Primate of All Canada, has declared that he doubted if plans 
for a ‘ mutually acceptable ministry ’ with the United Church of 
Canada will ‘ prove fruitful as a basis for union’ of the two 
Churches. 


“The United Church of Canada, and the Church of England in. 


Canada have been carrying on ‘ conversations’ looking towards 
union for over two years. They were confined recently to dis- 
cussion of how a common ministry for the two Churches could be 
achieved. 

“*This does not mean, ' Archbishop Kingston said, ‘ that we 
will cease conversations. They will.go on and I trust that through 
mutual understanding we will arrive at a basis of reunion.’ 

“ He said that the question of the ministry was ‘ the largest and 


. at the request of our Church [sc. the British and 


‘ 
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| and of the work of the United Church of South India.” + 


‘fundamental difference’ to be settled before the two Churches 


come together, but that if the conversations now going on do not 
result in agreement on a common ministry, then some other basis © 
will be found. 

“ In any case, the Primate added, a tremendous amount of good- 
will and understanding will be engendered in members of both 
communions which will result in bringing the two Churches 


~ together in closer co-operation. He urged that individual parishes 


work together on important projects and that they invite each 
other to events of mutual interest.’ 


The Church of South India and the U.S.A. We print without 
comment the following news item, from The Witness (U.S.A.) of 
September 16, of a luncheon during the World Council of 
Churches given by Bishop Lane Barton (Eastern Oregon, U.S.A.) 
in honour of Bishops Jacob and Newbigin of the Church of South 
India: The reporter writes: * We were agreed in the hope that 
Bishop Jacob and Bishop Newbiggin [sic] should be invited to our 

1949 General Convention in San Francisco to tell of the history, 


* * * * 


A Protestant Reunion Scheme.— As a background to Anglican 
reunion schemes, it is interesting to note that Protestant bodies 
themselves cannot agree to union. Since 1939 there have been 
official negotiations going on in New Zealand between the 
Methodist and Presbyterian bedies. Nine years ago the Methodists 
extended an invitation to the Presbyterians which was accepted. 
A plan was produced which seemed to satisfy the leaders of the 
Church, but recently a substantial minority of both bodies re- 


 - jected the plan. In the Methodist body, three-fifths of the member- 


~ voted as follows : “Members : 8601 yes, 5,633 no. Officials : 

4 yes, 1,268 no. In the Presbyterian body, 61.6 per cent of 
tive membership voted as follows: 21,983 yes, 15,341 no. These 
facts appeared in The Christian Century (U.S.A.) for September 15, 
1948, p. 954. The Christian Century, the leading Protestant re- 
ligious magazine in the U.S.A., makes the following editorial 
explanation: The Presbyterians thought the’ Methodists “ too 
lax in matters of doctrine’. The Methodists thought the 
Presbyterians “ still too much under thrall to John Calvin and 
Westminster divines’’. It is well to realize that even Protestant 
bodies find cleav ages” on matters of faith and doctrine among 
themselves so great as to impair Protestant reunion. 
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CHURCH UNION NORTH-INDIA 


It has frequently been pointed out in Faith and Unity that no 
degree of expediency can justify an abandonment of principle. 
Yet we shall not be found convincing in this, if we have not our- 
selves fully appreciated the urgency of, practical need that lies 
behind such proposals as those before us. We therefore begin 
with a sketch of the background that lies behind these documents. 
The Dioceses of our Communion involved, namely, all that re- 
mains of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon except, we 
understand, the Dioceses of Colombo and Rangoon, now lie in 
two countries, and in one corner of the area the two are undis- 
guisedly at war. Pakistan is a Muslim State: what this is to 
imply is not yet fully clear, but theoretically it means that non- © 
Muslims exist on sufferance only: and this is the principle, how- 
ever strongly disavowed in official quarters, which is being followed 
in practice towards the Sweeper Christians of the Central Punjab. 
- In India, a remarkable toleration and friendliness is at present 
being shown towards Christians of good position, but the basis of 
the State is to be secular: the “ Mass Conversions ”’, from,which 
- all but a numerically insignificant handful of the existing Indian 
—— Christian Communion is derived, are to be illegal: Christian 
teaching is very severely restricted in schools, hostels, and 
hospitals, if they are to draw grants, which they cannot well do | 
without: and in the seculdr-institutions there is a continual 
danger of the subtle inculcation of Vedantic ideas: while | 
Christians in the Public Services have to be continually on their / 
guard lest they should be dismissed on some flimsy pretext. 
‘In such surroundings, those who have found God in Christ are 
inevitably drawn together by the pressing need of speaking and 
acting with one heart and one voice. We cannot be surprised if 
the Indian Churchman feels himself in closer fellowship with his 
fellow-countryman of another Christian body than with his fellow 
churchman in England: and if he is told that a common fear is 
not the true motive of Unity, he may reply that he sees in the 
pressure of outward circumstances the Finger of God pointing him 
to our Lord's desire that we should be one. 
. It is easy in these circumstances to see the advantages of ex~ 
ternal unity : it is not so easy to realize that the true support and 
safeguard against the forces of this world lies in the supernatural 
life, which is developed through the doctrines of the Catholic _ 
Church and nourished by the Catholic Sacraments. This it is 
that has enabled the Christians of Asia Minor and the Levant to 
maintain their Faith through centuries of Muslim rule. We can ~ 
feel no confidence that the documents before us are likely to pro- 
vide any such powers of endurance. 
The ecclesiastical situation also differs from that in South 
India. In the North, Christians are fewer in proportion to the total 
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population than in the South: while the proportion of Moham- 
medans to Hindoos ts much larger. Our Communion is very much 


smaller in proportion to the other Christian bodies, the Roman 


Catholics are far fewer, and there are no ‘** Syrian Christians ’’, 
except for a few in the largest cities, immigrants from the South. 

It follows from this, that the pressure of external circumstance 
is very strong indeed. On the other hand, the representatives of 
our Communion have not been tempted to trust to the numbers 
and influence of the Anglican element to preserve Church prin- 
ciples, a hope which was often held out to those who were doubtful 
about the South India Scheme, and’ which has proved most 
illusory. We therefore turn to these proposals with some anxiety, 
especially as regards Faith and Order. 3 ee 


THE PROPOSED BASIS AND CONSTITUTION 


In the Proposed Basis, IV. The Doctrines of the Church 


(page 3), we read : 
‘ (ii) They [sc. the uniting C hurches! accept the Holy Scriptures 


- of the Old Testament and the New Testament as containing all 


things necessary to salvation and as the ultimate standard of 
faith. 

* (iii) They acknowledge the witness of the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Creed commonly called the Nicene Creed to that faith, which is 
continuously confirmed in the spiritual experience of the Church 
of Christ.”’ 

And under VI.—Sacraments. “ (iv) It shall be a rule of the 
united Church that Holy.Communion shall be celebrated. by 
Presbyters.”’ 

In the Suggested Constitution VI. —Safeguarding of Faith and 
Order, I, it is provided (page 10) that in any matter concerning 
Faith or Order, the Synod. of the proposed Church shall vote 
separately in its three houses of Bishops, Presbyters,* and Laity, 
and majorities in each house, besides a three-fourths majority 


_ in the whole Synod, shall be required to pass any measure. 


These points in the Constitution are encouraging. On the other 
hand, as the proposed Union includes British and American 
Methodists, and former Presbyterians evangelized both from 
Scotland and from the Unites States, we must expect that their 


traditions will be represented in the Scheme. Priests are called 


Presbyters throughout, as is the case in the formularies of the 
Episcopal Church of Scotland. Baptism may be in infancy, or 
upon profession of faith: full membership is attained in the case 
of those baptized in infancy upon profession of faith, to be made 
at a public service: and while in connection with this service 
there is mention of prayer for the gifts of the Spirit, there is none 
of the laying on of hands, nor is the Bishop mentioned. Thus, 


* The position of Deacons in the Synod is not stated. 
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as it stands, the position with regard to Confirmation is further 
from Catholic standards than that of the Church of South India. 


THE INITIAL MINISTRY 


The initial ministry of the United Church is to be provided - 
a mutual laying on of hands. “We read in the Proposed Basis 
(VIII (iii)) ** This Conference accepts the principle of the Unifica- 
tion of the Ministry by the mutual laying on of hands in a solemn 
act of humility and rededication with prayer. This involves the 
acknowledgment of a common lack in all our ministries due 'to our 
divisions, in that they are limited in authority and have not the 


seal of the whole Church. In this act we seek the grace of God for 


the wider and more effectual fulfilment of our ministry under 
God’ S gracious providence in leading us.nto this union. 

* We suggest that at the laying on of hands the following words 
or words closely similar should be used :—Receive the’ Holy 
Ghost for the fuller exercise of Christ’s ministry in the office of 
_va Presbyter in the Church of God; and for a wider and more 
effectual service therein take thou authority to preach the Word 
of God, to fulfil the ministry of reconciliation, and to minister 
Christ's sacraments in the congregations whereunto thou shalt be 
further called or regularly appointed. And see that thou do all 
these things in brotherly partnership with God's fellow-workers 
whom in this union of Churches He has made thine.”’ 

This method appears to be founded upon equivocation. If the 


Orders of any Christian body are Catholic Orders, they are valid | 


anywhere in the Catholic Church, needing only jurisdiction for 
their exercise. Probably’ the whole conception of validity is 
alien to many of those taking part in the scheme: and the design 
is to achieve a formula which may be interpreted either as re- 
ordination or as the conferring of jurisdiction. 

But the equivocation really begins further back, the 
acknowledgment of a common lack in all our sciatica’ ili to 
our divisions, in that they are limited in authority and have not 
the seal of the whole Church ’’. This is a refusal, under the guise 
of humility, to face the facts of our divisions. We would by no 
-means deny or belittle the faults of the Church of England which 
have furthered disunity, alike in-regard to the Papal See, to the 


Puritan movement and to the Methodist revival: though in ~~ 


none of these instances was the Church of England solely at fault. 
Yet to say that the Orders of any Church suffer from lack, because 
a body of men separate themselves:from it, seems to us an im- 
possible position. It means that the fullness of divine authority 
in any ministry lies at the mercy of any clique of dissidents. This 
is a principle which seems bound to make for further divisions. 
‘Indian Christians justly claim that they stuld not be divided 
by the events of seventeenth and ecighteenth-century England : 
but they would equally be wise to take warning from those events, 


~§ 
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and to follow, some definite principle by which “ a branch of the 
Church " may be distinguished from a sect. , 
Behind this lies the question, whether the Catholic and the 
Protestant traditions can be combined into a wider synthesis : 
this is the question discussed in the report, Catholicity, and the 
answer there given is that it may be possible some time: but 
only after long and profound prayer, study and discussion. Un- 
happily, the pressure of external circumstances is such that the 
“ North Indian leaders are not likely to bide their time: and we 
cannot augur well for a unity which Has a findamental difference 
of outlook, camouflaged by words, as its basis. 


DANGERS INHERENT IN THE SCHEME 


Meanwhile the scheme, if carried out, will pose new problems 
for the Anglican Communion. It is stated in the Basis of Negotia- 
tion, XIII (page g) * (i) It is the intention of the uniting Churches 
that after union, full communion and fellowship shall be main- 
tained with each of the various communions from which they 
derive. 

(ii) The United Church will seek full communion and fellow- 

ship with the Church of South India. . 
— The aftermath of the inauguration of the Church of South 
India can have left us with no doubt of what this implies :_ to the 
Anglican Communion it constitutes an invitation to surrender for 
ever that position in which she may hope to synthesize the 
Catholic and Protestant traditions, and to identity herself with 
Protestantism, closing the door against all hopes of unity with the 
Orthodox Churches of the East, and sacrificing that measure of 
unity thus far attained with the Old Catholics and-with some 
Orthodox bodies in America. 

If, in spite of this, the authorities of the Anglican Communion 
adopt the same attitude to the proposed Church as they have 
done to the Church of South India, there will be no longer a 
Metropolitan of Calcutta, able to provide ministrations for a 
group of dissentients. Priests who cannot conscientiously go 
through the form of commissioning or reordination, whichever 
it is, will have no recourse left : if they are English, no doubt they 
can be told to go; but if they, are Indian they will have no 
Church in their own land in which they can minister. We believe 
that such an issue must split the Anglican Communion; 

The situation therefore calls for the most earnest prayer. We .. 
would urge in conclusion that our readers should not forget in 
their prayers those other needs of the Christians of North India : 
courage and steadfastness for the simple village Christians, pru- 
dence as well as firmness for the Bishops and other leaders: since 
they stand: exposed to the forces of this world to a degree not 
easily to be realized by those who have not a direct and intimate 


knowledge of the country. Fitcu, S.S.J.E. 


! 

j 

a 


REUNION ENGLAND 


The Conversations between Anglicans and Nonconformists, 
initiating from the Archbishop of Canterbury s Cambridge sermon; 
have been continued and an official statement, too vague to allow 
of any useful comment, has been issued. The statement is 
as follows: | 


“ A further series of conversations between representatives 
nomifiated by the Archbishop of Canterbury and delegates ap- 
pointed by the Free Churches took place recently at High Leigh, 
Hertfordshire, under the alternating chairmanship of the Bishop 
of Derby and the Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Micklem. 


* The Conférence took note of the bearing upon its deliberations 
of Resolutions 58_and 61 in the Report of The recent Lambeth 
Conference, and reaffirmed its conviction that the method of 
approach to the problem of unity suggested by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in his sermon at Cambridge in 1946 (as contrasted 
with schemes for immediate constitutional reunion) was the right 
one to pursue in this country. [t had before it a number of 
memoranda prepared during the iitterval (nearly a year) which 


had elapsed since its last.series of meetings. 


- * Provisional agreements were registered over a wide range of 
beliefs, in which were included both the most fundamental points 
of the faith and also a series of preliminary affirmations concerning 
the Church and the ministry. Questions requiring further 
elucidation were formulated on both sides as a guide to the future 
course of the discussions, and a beginning was made in considera- 
tion of them in an atmosphere of deepening intimacy, frankness 
and mutual understanding. 


A brief interim report was drawn up and agreed upon for. 
submission in due course. to the Archbishop of Canterbury on 
the one side and to the respective Free Church authorities on 
the other. 


Communications for the Editor wid miiabations to Fatth and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
easiery. C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, England. 
Copies of most back numbers of Faith and Unity are available and 
can a be had from the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. | 
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